1 Corinthians 7:17-40

HOLINESS
IN SINGLENESS




EMOTIONAL SPIRITUAL

PHYSICAL

THE
FALL

The Fall broke human intimacy
with God & with each other.
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VIEW SINGLENESS AS
A GOD-GIVEN CALLING

1 Corinthians 7:7-8,17 NV

| wish that all of you were as | am. But each of you has your own
gift from God; one has this gift, another has that. ® Now to the
unmarried and the widows | say: It is good for them to stay
unmarried, as | do...

7 Nevertheless, each person should live as a believer in
whatever situation the Lord has assigned to them, just as God
has called them. This is the rule | lay down in all the churches.
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VIEW SINGLENESS AS
A GOD-GIVEN CALLING

1 Corinthians 7:7-8,17 NV

| wish that all of you were as | am. But each of you has your own
gift from God; one has this gift, another has that. ® Now to the
unmarried and the widows | say: It is good for them to stay
unmarried, as | do...

7 Nevertheless, each person should live as a believer in
whatever situation the Lord has assigned to them, just as God
has called them. This is the rule | lay down in all the churches.
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VIEW SINGLENESS AS
A GOD-GIVEN CALLING

1 Corinthians 7:19b-20 NV

Keeping God’s commands is what counts. “° Each person should
remain in the situation they were in when God called them.
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“Lord, if it is Your will, | ask that You bring a husband with whom we
could do more for Your Kingdom together than we could ever do
apart. However, if You see that | can do more for Your Kingdom in
my singleness, then | ask that You keep me where | am.”

- RASHEL QUINTANILLA



VIEW MARRIAGE AS

A GIFT NOT AN IDOL

1 Corinthians 7:25-28 NV

Now about virgins: | have no command from the Lord, but | give
a judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy.
26 Because of the present crisis, | think that it is good for a man
to remain as he is. %/ Are you pledged to a woman? Do not seek
to be released. Are you free from such a commitment? Do not
look for a wife. %8 But if you do marry, you have not sinned; and
it a virgin marries, she has not sinned. But those who marry will
face many troubles in this life, and | want to spare you this.
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VIEW MARRIAGE AS

A GIFT NOT AN IDOL

1 Corinthians 7:32-34 NV

| would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is
concerned about the Lord’s affairs—how he can please the
Lord. 33 But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this
world—how he can please his wife— 3% and his interests are
divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the
Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body
and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the affairs
of this world—how she can please her husband.
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BE SINGLE ON PURPOSE

FOR A PURPOSE

1 Corinthians 7:35-38 NIV

| am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that
you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.
0 |f anyone is worried that he might not be acting honorably
toward the virgin he is engaged to, and if his passions are too
strong and he feels he ought to marry, he should do as he
wants. He is not sinning. They should get married. 3/ But the
man who has settled the matter in his own mind, who is under
no compulsion but has control over his own will, and who has
made up his mind not to marry the virgin—this man also does
the right thing. 3¢ So then, he who marries the virgin does right,
but he who does not marry her does better.
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“You will not wither without sex.
You will wither without community

and friendships.”

- REBECCA McLAUGHLIN



BE SINGLE ON PURPOSE

FOR A PURPOSE

1 Corinthians 7:40 NIV

In my judgment, she is happier if she stays as she is—and |
think that | too have the Spirit of God.
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“HOW WOULD YOU COUNSEL YOUR
SINGLE FRIENDS TO DO SINGLENESS WELL?”
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COUNSELING SINGLENESS

* Become God’s man/woman now!
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* Learn to love & serve others as God calls.
Be careful not to foster selfishness.
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* Practice sexual purity.
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* Don’t idolize marriage.
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. * Find your identity in Christ.
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. * Find your voice through community.
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* You can experience contentment now,
. even while you desire a future spouse.
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COUNSELING SINGLENESS
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o * Married Couples: Seek out singles! %

Invite them into your homes and your lives.





