
HOLINESS 
IN LOVE

A STUDY OF 1 CORINTHIANS 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13



Wisdom, Image, Status

Food, Worship, Communion

Idolatry, Immorality, Immaturity
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What is true wisdom?

What does it mean to be “spiritual”?

How do we walk in love?



1 CORINTHIANS 13:1-13

Love has a why

Love has a way

Love has a Who



1 Corinthians 13:1-3 NIV

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have 
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have 
the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but 
do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the 
poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but 
do not have love, I gain nothing.
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Phileo •  Storge •  Eros • Agape

LOVE



To desire (gratefulness) and actively seek 
(sacrifice) the benefit of someone else.

CROSS-SHAPED LOVE



1 Corinthians 13:4-8 NIV

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, 
it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres. 8 Love never fails. But where there are 
prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will 
be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.

Love has a why

Love has a way

Love has a Who
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LOVE HAS A WAY

KEEPS NO RECORD OF WRONGSNOT EASILY ANGERED DOES NOT DELIGHT IN EVIL
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“In a society where so much is presented in terms of ‘self’ (whether self-
awareness, self-esteem, self-acceptance, self-image, self-realization, etc.), 

to present a way of existence in which a person lives for the other in a life of 
loving self-sacrifice will be highly provocative. Following the One who gave 
his life as a sacrifice for us will be humbling and undoubtedly costly in terms 

of human recognition and progress in life as secular society defines it.”

- PAUL GARDNER



1 Corinthians 13:8-13 NIV

Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where 
there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass 
away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when 
completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11 When I was a child, I 
talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 
became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see 
only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in 
part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 13 And now these 
three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
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Love has a way

Love has a Who
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I Corinthians 8:1-3 NIV

Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that “We all possess 
knowledge.” But knowledge puffs up while love builds up. 2 Those 
who think they know something do not yet know as they ought to 
know. 3 But whoever loves God is known by God.

Love has a why

Love has a way

Love has a Who
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Romans 5:5-8 NIV

And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured out into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit, who has been given to us. 6 You see, at just the right 
time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, 
though for a good person someone might possibly dare to 
die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.



1 John 4:7-12 NIV

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 
God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He 
sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we 
love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us.



John 13:34-35 NIV

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have 
loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love 
one another.”

John 15:12-13 NIV

“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved 
you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s 
life for one’s friends.”



“Paul has clearly established the preeminence of love for the 
church’s identity. Unlike grace-gifts that not all possess, it is the 

marker of true community membership. All who are Christians 
possess it. Since it is active, it can be worked at and imitated, and 

since it comes from God and reflects God, it remains forever.”

- PAUL GARDNER
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