
THE WISDOM OF 
CHURCH DISCIPLINE
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1 Corinthians 5:1-13
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1 Corinthians 5:1-2 ESV

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, 
and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man 
has his father's wife. 2 And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather 
to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you.
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1 Corinthians 5:3-5 ESV

For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I 
have already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a 
thing. 4 When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and 
my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 you are to 
deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that 
his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.
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1 Corinthians 5:6-8 ESV

Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven 
leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may 
be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our 
Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the 
festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
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1 Corinthians 5:9-13 ESV

I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 
people— 10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the 
greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out 
of the world. 11 But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone 
who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or 
greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat 
with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not 
those inside the church whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those 
outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.”
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The process through which we become something.
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The process through which we become more like Jesus.
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The Spirit of God uses the Word of God and People of God 
to make us like the Son of God, 
to extend the Kingdom of God, 

all for the Glory of God.



The process through which we 
become more like Jesus.
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2 Timothy 3:16 ESV

All scripture is breathed out by God and is profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training 
in righteousness.



The process through which we 
become more like Jesus.
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Teaching – What to Believe

Reproof – What not to Believe

Correction – What not to Do

Training – What to Do



The process through which we 
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1 Corinthians 5:1-2 ESV

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among 
you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, 
for a man has his father's wife. 2 And you are arrogant! 
Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this 
be removed from among you.

A Wrong Belief about Sin
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DEMAND 
FOR DISCIPLINE



1 Corinthians 5:6-7a,13 ESV

Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little
leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven 
that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened.
13 God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from
among you.”

A Wrong Belief about Sin
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Romans 6:21, 23 ESV

But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things 
of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things
is death… 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift 
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

DEMAND 
FOR DISCIPLINE

A Wrong Belief about Sin
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James 1:15b ESV

…and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.



1 Corinthians 5:1-2 ESV

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among 
you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans,
for a man has his father's wife. 2 And you are arrogant!
Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this 
be removed from among you.

DEMAND 
FOR DISCIPLINE

A Wrong Belief about Sin

A Wrong Belief about Love

T
H

E
 W

IS
D

O
M

 O
F

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 D
IS

C
IP

LIN
E

07



1 Corinthians 5:1-2 ESV

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality 
among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among 
pagans, for a man has his father's wife. 2 And you are arrogant! 
Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this 
be removed from among you.
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1 Corinthians 5:9-13 ESV

I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 
people— 10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, 
or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would 
need to go out of the world. 11 But now I am writing to you not to 
associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is 
guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, 
drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12 For 
what have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside
the church whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those outside. 
“Purge the evil person from among you.”

Based on Relationship
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“If I don’t know your name, 
how can I confront you about your sin?”



Galatians 6:1-2 ESV

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who
are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. 
Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear 
one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 
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DIRECTIONS 
FOR DISCIPLINE

Based on Relationship

Goal is Restoration



2 Corinthians 2:5-8 ESV

Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, 
but in some measure—not to put it too severely—to all of 
you. 6 For such a one, this punishment by the majority is 
enough, 7 so you should rather turn to forgive and comfort
him, or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8 So I
beg you to reaffirm your love for him.
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DIRECTIONS 
FOR DISCIPLINE
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Galatians 6:1-2 ESV

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who 
are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.
Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2 Bear 
one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 
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DIRECTIONS 
FOR DISCIPLINE

Based on Relationship

Goal is Restoration

Process is Gracious



Matthew  18:15-17 ESV

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have 
gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one or 
two others along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If 
he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector.”
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James 5:16 ESV

Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for
one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a 
righteous person has great power as it is working.

T
H

E
 W

IS
D

O
M

 O
F

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 D
IS

C
IP

LIN
E

07

DIRECTIONS 
FOR DISCIPLINE

Based on Relationship

Goal is Restoration

Process is Gracious



1 Corinthians 5:6-8 ESV

Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little 
leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old 
leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are 
unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been
sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not
with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
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DIRECTIONS 
FOR DISCIPLINE

Based on Relationship

Goal is Restoration

Process is Gracious

Focus is the Gospel



What would it be like to be part of 
a fellowship that loves each other 
so much that we won’t ignore each 
other’s sin?

What would it be like to be part of a 
fellowship that is so important that you 
would rather give up your sin than give 
up the fellowship?


